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CONPIDENTIAL CANBERRA 2825 

USMTN 

USOECD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, AS 

SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD MTN 

REF: (A) STATE 85778(NOTAL), (B) CANBERRA 2571 (NOTAL), 

(C) GENEVA 4500(,95-)), (D) CANBERRA A047 

1. DURING ONVERSATION WITH EMBOPP AND OPPICE DIRECTOR EA/ANP, 

ED HURWITZ, JD.C.C. MOORE, FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 

OVERSEAS ECONOMIC RELATIONS DIVISION, THE TREASURY, CONFIRMED 
WIDESPREAD BELIEF AMONG AUSTRALIAN OFFICIALDOM THAT AUSTRALIA 
WAS GOING TO GET LITTLE OR NOTHING ON AGRICULTURAL KRONT OUT 
OP MTN AND THA THEREPORE THERE WAS ITTLE POINT IN BEING 
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PORTHCOMING IN MORETHAN TOKEN SENSE ON INDUSTRIAL OR NTB 
PRONTS. PAUCITY OP AUSTRALIAN SUBMISSION WOULD APPEAR TO 
BEAR THIS OUT (STATE 85778 AND GENEVA 4500). MOORE SAID 
THAT WITH FOREGOING HAVING BEEN SAID, EMBASSY WOULD HAVE 
NOTICED THAT MINISTERS ARE CHARGING OPE IN ALL DIRCTIONS 
AND MAKING SORONG STAOEMENTS ABOUT AUSTRALIA’S TRADE DESIRES 
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TO THE EEC AND THE JAPANESE. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS IN 
RESPONSE TO THE PM'S STRONGLY HELD VIEWS ON THE SAD CONDITION 
OE THE WORLD ECONOMY AND THE IMPORTANCE OE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE IN RIHTING THE SITUATION. HE ADDED THAT THE RESULTS 
OE ANTHONY'S RECENT TRIP TO JAPAN WERE NMT ENCOURAGING AND 
THAT HE THOUGHT GARLAND WOULD MAKE NO PROGRESS AGAINST THE 
CAP, DESPITE HIS RATHER TOUGH AND THREATENING STATEMENTS, 
WHICH HAVE RATHER UNSETTLED LOCAL EEC DIPLOMATS, OR AT 
LEAST THE DUTCH(CANBERRA 2571). 

2. LEST IT BE THOUGHT THAT MOORE WAS MERELY EXPRESSING A 
HARD LINE PROTECTIONSIT VIEW, UO SHOULD BE POINTED OUO THAT 
TREASURY HAS TRADITIONALLY LEANDE IN DIRECTION OE EREER 
TRADE. INPEACT DURING OUR CONVERSATION MOORE TOLD US THAT 
THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO DOUBT THAT OVER THE YEARS AUSTRALIA'S 
HIGH TARIEE BARRIERS HAD HINDERED HER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
MOORE WAS MERELY STATING WHAT HE CLEARLY THOUGHT TO BE A 
REALISOI EVALUATION OE AUSTRALIA'S POSSIBILITIES OE SUCCESS 

IN FIELDS IC WHICH IT HAS ONLY REALLY VITAL INTEREST, 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

3. COMMENT: IT WAS THIS ATTITUDE WHICH DEPUTY STR WOLEE 
SOUGHT TO COUNTER DURING HIS RECENT VISUT TO CANBERRA. 

WHILE AUSTRALIANS ACCEPTED AMBASSADOR WOLEE'S ARGUMENT THAT 
ONE MUST VAKE AN OEFER TO SIT AT THE TABLE, IT SEEMS 
APPARENT THEY DID NOT ALTER THEIR PRECONCEIVED BELIEE IN 
EUTILIOY OE EXERCISE FROM STANDPOINT THEIR INTERESTS. 
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AUSTRALIANS IN THIS RESPECT HAVE A CURIOUS BLIND SPOT 
TOWARDS THEIR OWN PROTECTIONISM, REGARDING THEIR OWN HIGH 
DUTIES AS ESSENTIAL AND THEREEORE JUSTIEIED AND NON- 
NEGOTIABLE. AS EMBASSY SUGGESTED IN CANBERRA A-047, 

IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT NOTHING SHORT OE A CONVINCING MATHE- 
MATICAL STUDY WILL HAVE ANY HOPE OE PERSUADING AUSTRALIANS 
THAT SIGNIEICANT REDUCTION OF AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL 
PROTECTION, IN MTN OR OTHERWISE, WILL WORK TO AUSTRALIA'S 
BENEEIT. 
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